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deducted on its account of sale, which amount is to be paid to the Quartermaster's Department.
Of course it will occur to you at once that there must be some caution used in this matter, because if it is known in the Confederacy that the Government is actually purchasing these products, it will simply cause a rise of the same in the Confederacy, and not give the profit between the present price in the United States and in the Confederacy, where it belongs either to the Government or to the loyal citizen who shall bring it in. Therefore preferably loyal citizens should be allowed to bring in the products of the country to you.
I would farther suggest that as a rise of prices in the Confederacy would be stimulated by an unrestrained trade by all parties who desire to get it out, that you keep control of the trade by means of your permits, and although that may make it essentially a monopoly for the purpose of keeping down the prices in the Confederacy.
These last suggestions will not apply, however, to a party actually raising, owning, and bringing in products whether he is loyal or disloyal, but applies to those who come in as go-betweens from the producer to the Government as traders merely. I am quite certain that this course of action will be sustained by the Treasury, as I am prepared to say it will be by the military authorities. I have the honor to be, Very respectfully, Your obedient servant, BENJ. F. SUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comdg.
From President Lincoln Executive Mansion, WASHINGTON, December 93rd, 1804 [Not in chronological order]
ALL Military and Naval Commanders will please give to James Harrison, Esq., of St. Louis, Missouri (with any number of steamboats not exceeding three, taking in tow any number of barges, scows, flats, and the like, not having steam power, which they may be able to so take, with such goods and money as the Treasury Agents may grant permits for, under the rules of the Department, and none others and only with crews to navigate the whole and necessary provisions for himself and said crews) protection and safe conduct from New Orleans or Memphis to Red River, and up said river and its tributaries, till he shall pass beyond our military lines, and also give him such protection and safe conduct on his return to our lines, back to New Orleans or Memphis with any cargoes he may